The objective of the conference was to bring together key researchers and stakeholders involved in environmental research and management in the east African region to review the current status of environmental research, monitoring, and capacity in Kenya as they pertain to "Vision 2030." Keynote presentations were made by the vice chancellor of the Technical University of Kenya, Ing. Francis Aduol, who also officially opened the conference, and representatives and CEOs of the Kenyan government from various ministries and parastatals, including the Ministries of Energy, Higher Education Science and Technology and Environment and Mineral Resources, the Kenya Bureau of Standards, the National Environment Management Authority, The Kenya Vision 2030, Multimedia University, Technical University of Kenya, the National Biosafety Authority, and the Institute of Climate Change of the University of Nairobi. These presentations focused on the state of environmental research and technology in Kenya and also looked at what is needed to ensure that the current progress is maintained in protecting the environment and health, particularly in the areas of agriculture, education, communications, environmental pollution, and waste management.
Other topics that were covered included potential areas of student funding and cooperation, the role of the Kenyan Bureau of Standards and the National Environment Management Authority, the relevant statutes pertaining to environmental laws, conventional and alternative energies, electronic technologies, water treatment and management, GMO foods, and the possible effects of climate change. Beijing, China, 15-20 September 2012 . This was the second time that the IUPAC workshop was held in Beijing; the first was in 2007. Over 600 researchers of pesticide science, students, and business and government representatives from 30 countries attended the triple, joint meeting, making it the largest conference on plant protection chemistry ever held in the country.
The large gathering provided a unique forum for scientists, technologists, and regulators to exchange and discuss the latest developments and future needs in plant protection chemistry, safety evaluation, and regulatory harmonization amid the rapid expansion in global trade of agricultural commodities and the increasing demands for greater food safety in the region. More than 300 papers were presented and published in the proceedings of the conference, 1 including
